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IRISH STORYTELLER DOREEN MCBRIDE TO OFFER EVENING OF FESTIVE FRIGHTS
FOR FAMILIES AT 7 PM ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
“GHOSTS, GHOULS & BANSHEES: HALLOWEEN STORIES FROM THE EMERALD ISLE”
WILL BE PRESENTED BY FRIENDS OF ST. PATRICK

Northern Irish folklore writer, storyteller and acclaimed broadcaster Doreen McBride will
celebrate Halloween’s Irish origins with a special story-telling performance for families at 7
p.m. October 23™ at the Irish Fest Center in Wauwatosa.

“We are thrilled to seize the rare opportunity to import a renowned and authentic Irish
storyteller to entertain Milwaukee families. This event is a meaningful way to explore the
cultural roots of your children’s favorite holiday,” said Jane Anderson, secretary of the Friends
of St. Patrick.

McBride hails from the Saint Patrick Centre in Northern Ireland. Her frightful repertoire
includes the “Porridge of Blood,” the “Return of the Ghost of Killmarney,” the “Death Knell of
Saint Patrick’s Bell,” and the “Haunting Legend of the Hungry Grass.” McBride has been a
member of The Society of Authors since 1987 and has published over 20 books about Irish
Folklore in Ireland and Scotland as well as writing short stories and children’s plays for BBC
broadcast. She has performed in the UK, Ireland, Canada, New Zealand and throughout the
US. A featured storyteller at many festivals and conferences at home and abroad, McBride
was awarded a silver medal by the University of South Carolina, Sumter Campus, for services
as Irish folklore writer in residence.

Halloween celebrations originated as a pagan celebration in Ireland around 100 AD. The Celts
believed that on the eve of Samhain (Halloween), the dead spirits would revisit the mortal
world, unless big bonfires were built to scare them away. Halloween, also referred to as the
“Feast of the Dead,” is known in Gaelic as “Oiche Shamhna.”

This night is presented by The Friends of St Patrick Milwaukee Chapter that supports the work
of the St. Patrick Centre in Downpatrick, Northern Ireland. The Centre is an interpretive,
interactive exhibition that allows visitors to explore St Patrick’s legacy.

“Ghosts, Ghouls & Banshees: Halloween Stories from the Emerald Isle” will take place at 7
p-m. on October 23 at the Irish Fest Center, 1532 Wauwatosa Ave. Admission is $2.00 per
adult, free for children and a maximum of $5.00 per family. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Families
are encouraged to come in costume.

For more information about the St. Patrick Centre, go to
http://www.saintpatrickcentre.com/FOSP/chapters.php?id=3.
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